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DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 

608 WRIGHT STREET, SOUTH 
URBANA, IL 61801 


Subject:ELLISON, RALPH WALDO 
FOIPA No. 0978197- 000 /190- 


Dear Requester: 


The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts 
(FOIPA), Title 5, United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect 
information which is exempt from disclosure, with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to 
the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was inserted in the file to indicate where 
pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked below and 
explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 


Section 552 Section 552a 

O(b)(1) (DATA) O(d)(5) 
2(b)(2) O(b)(7)(B) O(j)(2) 
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O(b)(4) O(b)(8) O(k)(5) 
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8 preprocessed pages are enclosed. To expedite requests, preprocessed 


packages are released the same way they were originally processed. Documents or information 
originating with other Government agencies were not referred to those agencies as part of this release. 


m You have the right to appeal any denials. Appeals should be directed in writing to the Co- 
Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, Flag Building, Suite 570, 
Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from receipt of this letter. The envelope and the 
letter should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Appeal” or “Information Appeal.” Please 
cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request that it may be easily identified. 


O The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your 
request was the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files 
relating to other individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our 
experience is, when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information 


processed in the main file(s). Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to 
processing only the main investigative file(s). If you want the references, you must submit a 
separate request for them in writing and they will be reviewed at a later date, as time and 
resources permit, 


O See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 


David M. Hardy 

Section Chief, 

Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 

Records Management Division 
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Lhe following documents appearing in | 13! files have been reviewed under the provisions of The Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) (litle 5, United States Code, Section 552) Privacy Act of 1974 (PA) (Title 5, United States Cade, 
Section 552a), and/or Litigation 
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No investigation has been conducted by this Bureau 


concerning the above-nanod ¡Individual. i review of the iles, 


however, ,reflects that a pamphlet circulated by the meee tig! 
Anerican Writers contained a list of tne sizners to tne éall 
for the Fourth Congress of this orvanizgation to be beld in 

New York City on June ‘6, 7, and 8, 1941. Among tnose listed 
appeared the name of one halph tilison, not further identified. 
Tho League of American Writers has been designated by the 


Attorney Jeneral of the United States oursuant to Zxscutive ¿> 


Order 10450. (100-7372-37 paze 11). 


According to a coníidential informs 
risked reliable informetion in the past 


' ` (Informant Robert - el whe 
The Spring, 1942, Volume 1, Nc. 1, issue of "Necro . 
Quarterly," a mazezine published by tho Negro Publishing 7 ' 
Society of Amorica, 67 dest 125th Street, Now York City, 
listed the name or Ralph Bllison as Managing Editor. The 
"Negro Quarterly" bas been cited by the California.Counittee 


on ED gs 2235 a a 


OSB IT oe. 

It was ro UNDEXE Begg: ted Seis wl6,t 1942, that a 
mass rally was neld on April 12, 140 ipw Yorx City to 
start a fund raising campaizn for Be 12 s." Tie informant 
advised that Ralph =llisoen, Nezro wetter, uppeared as a Speaker 
at this relly. Tos "New Masses" gg been cited by the 3peblal 
Committee on Un-Americanjaetivities as a "nationally circu 
weekly journal of the Cefimmmist Party, wnose ownership was} 
vested in the American Mmd for Public Service." 

(Informant Fobert - M) (61-9182-26) 
In an open letter dated June 10, 1942, denanding tne 


reconsideration of the order of the attorney General for the 


deportation of Harry Bridges, tie name of Ralph Ellison, 
Managing sditor, "The Negro Quarcyrly,” New York, New York, 
appeared as a signature. (100-1170-201)  MAltEn * 
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The “Daily Peoples world” for September 23, 1942, 
carried an article in which the name of one Ralph Ellison, 
not further identified, appeared as one supporting a petition 
for the opening of a sacond front sponsored by the League 
of Anerican ariters. The "Daily Peoples world" has been cited 


by the Special Comulttee on Un-Anerican Activities as "the 


official organ of the Comaunist Party on the west coast." 
i ; (100-7322-) . 
The November, 1942, issue of "New Masses" carried an 
edvertiseaent announcing the presentation of its new board of 
contribugang editors at a dipner to be held on November 26, 


1942, at "the Murray “111 ‘iotel in Now York City. A partial 


list of suesta included toe name of ona ralph Sllison, not 
further identified. (61-9182-3)) : 


contidential infor 


mart of-Known reliability ad- 


vised that 
appeared as a signer of the call for the rifth Conzress ci 
tie League of American writers to be held in Hollywood, 
California, from 3eptaaber 17 tnrouga 19, 1943, under the 
auspices of the Hollywood writers dopllization. “he tollywood 
wPlters Aobllization has buen designated by tne attorney 
Feneral of tne United Statas pursuant.to Executive üriər 
10450.  (Informant[_______] (100- 7322-52) 


“¿Tobía ls the result of a request for an PBI file check 
and is not to be considered as a clearance or a nonelearance of 
the individual involved. It is for your use only and is not to 
be disseainated to unauthorized individuals or agencies. 
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AA SUMMARY 
eee RALPR/ ELLISON [4 AAC 
TOE eat he LION BOOKS 
E UN 655 MADISON AVENUE 
\ a ts, NEN YORK, NEW YORK 
Ñ TAS 3, 7 


HW The repert of the Speetal Committee on Un-Anertoan 
Activities, House of Representatives, 70th Congress, (Dies 
Conntttee) on the Investigatton of Un-Amertean Propaganda 
Activities tn the United States, on page 1446 begins e listing 
of "Party and Party Line Publications. Thereafter ts seb out 
a number of publicattons used by the Conmuntat argy for 
propaganda purposes. On page 1447 Ralph Elltson ts listed as 

a member of the editortal board of "Chaupton,” according to the 
issue of November, 1937, On page 145% Ralph Ellison ts lteted 
as a contributing editor to "Negro Champton,” per its January 12, 
1929, tasuce 
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Also in the above report, on page 1351, Ralph £lltson 
ia listed as a contributor to "New Masses." For citation of 
"New Masses," see page 105 of the "Guide to Subversive Organizations 
and Publications,” (GSOP) issued by the House Committee on Un- 
American Acttuittes, Washington, De Ce 


The Dies Comatttee report also shows the following: 


On page 974 Ralph Elltson ts listed as a aigner ef the 
call to the Fourth Congress of the League of American Writers 
(ses page 52 of GSOP) tn 1941. 


On page 576 Ralph Elltaon is listed as a sponsor of 
the Artists! Front te Win the War (see page 20 of GS0P). 
(61-7588-1298) 


On page 1007 Ralph Elltaon was identified as one "oho 
is 0.K.'d by the Communist Party, but not a member,” while on 
page 1008 Ralph Ellison te tdentifted as "A Negro Communist” and 
member of the executive board at large of the Forkers Alliance 
(see page 92 of GSOP) in the Federal Writers! Union. This tn- 
foraatton was given in testimony by Edwin P. Banta, 215 Bast 
17th Street, Manhattan, New York, on September 15, 1938. (€1-7582) 
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AUERICAN WRITERS CONGRESS 
For citation see page 19 of GSOP, 


The "Sunday Worker" of June 8, 1941, published an 
article captipned "Neted Yritera Join Pickete in ‘Day’ Strike.” 
This showed the pickets before the struok Jewtsh Day at / 
183 East Brgéducy were augmented on June 7, 1941, by a greup 
of prominent authors then te New York City for the Fourth 
ámerican Writers Congress. Listed was author Ralph Ellison. 

100-31091-A 

An article datelined New York, June 6, (1941), appeared 
tn "The Chieago Hera ld-American,™ captioned "Red Scribes Cheer 
Air Strikers." This reported the Red-domincted Fourth American 
Writers’ Congress, closed with electton of offteers. Among those 
named to the nattonal executive board was Ralph Flltson. (100-7322-10) 


LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WRITERS 


An article entitled "American 'riters Call for Secord 
Front Now,” in September 23, 1942, issue of "Peoples World” re- 
fiects that writers were enthusiastically behind Prestdent 
Roosevelt for the immediate opening of a second front new., The 
name of one Ralph Elltsen appeared as one supporting a petition 
for the opening of a aeeond front sponsored by the League of 
American Writerse (100-7322-A) | 


YEV ASSES” 


"New Masses" published a special íssue under date of 
Oetober 20, 1942, entitled "The Negro and Victory.” The entire 
tssue was devoted to the Negro and Negro problems. Among 
arttoles included was one by Ralph Ellison, (100-3-4-1025) 


The November, 1942, issue of "New Masses" carried an 
advertisement announeing the presentation ef tts new heard of 
contributing editoras at a dinner to be held on November 28, 1943, 
at the Murray Hill Hotel in Mew York City. A partial list of 
guests ineluded the name of one Relph Ellison., (61-9182-34) 


"NEGRO QUARTERLY" 


The Spring, 1942, issue of "Negro Cuarberly,” a 
magazine published by the Negro Publishing Society of America, 
67 West 125th Street, New York City, ltated Ralph £llison as 
Managing Editor. The "Negro Quarterly" has been cited by the 
California Committee on Un-Amertean Activities. (100-123974-4) 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


The"Daily Worker" of May 15, 1952, published a coluan 
by Abner W. Berry entitled "On the Fay;” Sub-titled "Here's the 
Literature The Lynchers Ordered." This contains a review of 
several booka èn Negroes, including one entitled “Invis thle 
Man" by Ralph Ellison, "a Negro writer.” Berry states "Ellison's 
Negro womg are loose~m@Paled from school days onward. Negro 
mintsters'double as pimps and numbers runnerse Communiate are ' 
dis-enbedted spirits of theory exteting in neither tine nor space, 
but in a special and jaundiced Gompartment of the author's mind...” 
He adds, "Ellison ta being hatled in the daily commercial press’ 
literary columns as ‘great,’ and his book ts already a beet seller. 
It is just what the killers of Negroes and the perverters of 
culture ordered..." (100-135-A) 
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(The following are all 


residents of New York City; 
where not given: ) -= > har 


Street address unknown 


pyc 


PA na30n/ emp. Mion Books, 55 Madison Ave; 
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RALPH ELLISON 
Member "Committee of 100,',NAACP, 


Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. 


A name check of the indices and/or printed 
hearings of the HCUA on the name RALPH ELLISON and RALPH 
WALDO ELLISON, on 4/29/53, by SE reflected 
the following references which were not checked against 
the original source: 


l. One RALPI li. ELLISON, 420W, 150th St., 
Manhattan, NY, was a Signer of the 1039-40 CP petitions 
for State and City elections. 


2. The "Champion" of Nov., 1937, page 3, reflects 
one RALPH ELLISON as a member of the Editorial Board. 


3. The "Daily People's World" of 12/15/54, page 7, 
reflects one RALPH ELLISON as the writer of an article, 


4. "New Masses," for 3/16/33, page 26, reflects 
one RALPII ELLISON as a contributor of "New ifasses.™ 


5. "New Masses," dated 12/5/39, page 27, 
reflects one RALPH ELLISON as a contributor of "New Masses." 


6, "New Masses," dated 5/14/40, page 5, reflects 
one RALP!I] ELLISON as a contributor of "New Masses." 


7. The "Daily Worker" of 7/19/42, page 4, reflects 
one RALPI ELLISON, Managing Editor, "The Negro Quarterly," 
NYC, as a signer, of the National Federation for Constitutional 
Liberties, 6pen letter of 7/11/42, addressed to the Presicent 


£ th nouncing Attorney General's charges against 
and the CP, 


3. “New Masses," dated 5/28/40, 6/18/40, 7/2/40, 
9/24/40, 10/20/40, 11/4/41, and 12/2/41, reflects one RALPH 
ELLISON as a contributor. 


9. A leaflet entitled " Hindsight Wins No Warsi", 
published about 1942, reflects one RALPI ELLISON, Managing 
Bt vee: HEBER Quarterly," as contributing editor of "New 

Tasses. 


10. The "New Masses," of 4/22/41, page 25, 
reflects one RALPH ELLISON as a signer of a call to the 
Fourth Congress, 6/6-8/41, at NYC, for the League of 
American Writers. 


1l. A leafl ed, "In Defense of Culture," 
filed in Investagator[ Report, dated 4/4-6/41, as 
Exhibit 5, reflects one ELLISON as a signer for b7C 
the American Writer's Congress, to call to the Fourth 


Congress at NY on 6/6-8/41, 


12. A new's release dated 12/26/41, reflects one 
RALPI ELLISON as a signer for the National Federation for 
Constitutional liberties, 


13. "News Masses," dated 2/3/42, page 31, reflects 
one RALPH ELLISON as a speaker for the League of American 
Writers. 


14. "New Masses," dated 3/24/42, page 31, reflects 
one RALPH ELLISON a commentator for the League of American 
Writers, 


15. "New Masses," dated 3/31/42, page 26, reflects 
one RALPH ELLISON as a contributor of "The Negro Quarterly." 


16. "New Masses," dated 3/31/42, page 31, reflects 
one RALPH ELLISON as a speaker for the League of American 
Writers. 


17. A program, "Artist's Front to Win the War' dated 
10/16/42, page 5, reflects one RALPH ELLISON as a sponsor 
of "Artist's Front to Win the War." 


18. The "Daily Worker," dated 11/18/42, page 6, 
reflects one RALPH ELLISON as a member of the Board of 
Contributing Editors of 'New Masses," 


19, "New Masses," dated 6/22/43, and 9/7/43, reflects 
one RALPH ELLISON as a Contributing Editor of "New Masses." 


20. The "Daily Worker", of 9/14/42, page 7, and 
the "People's World," of 9/23/42, page 5, reflect one RALPI 
ELLISON as a signer for the League of American Writers of a 
statement in behalf of a second front. 


21. “Masses and Mainstream," dated June, 1952, page 


62, reflec as a writer of "Invisible Man" 
reviewed b 


22. A booklet entitled, "600 Prominent Americans," 
which contains a reprint of an open letter and list of 
persons who signed it; published 9/11/42, reflects one 
RALPH ELLISON as a signer for the National Federation for 
Constitutional Liberities of an open letter dated 7/11/42, 


to the President_of the US, denouncing the Attorney General's 
charges against[________Jand the cP, 
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No investigation pertinent to your inquiry has 
been conducted by the FBI concerning the captioned indi- 
vidual. However, the files of this Bureau reflect the. 
following information which may relate to the subject of 
your name check request. 


A pamphlet circulated by the League of American 
Writers contained a list of the signers to the call for 
the Fourth Congress of this organization to be held in 
New York City on June 6, 7, and 8, 1941. Among those listed 
appeared the name of Ralph “llison, not further identified. ` 
The League of American Writers has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 


Obder 10150. 
(100-7372-37 p. 11) o 
Z The Spring, 1942, volume 1, number l, issue of - 


“Negro Quarterly,” a magazine published by the Negro 
Publighing Society of America, 67 West 125th Street, New 
York City, listed the name of Ralph Ellison as managing 
spe R Ru abd Si Quarterly” hag been cited by the 

a ornia Gommittee on Un-American Act t » 

(100-12397}-1,) ce 

In an open letter dated June 10,. 1942, demanding 

the reconsideration of the order of the Attorney General for 
the deportation of Harry Bridges, the name of Ralph Ellison, / 
managing: editor, "The Negro Quarterly," New York, New York, 
appeared as a signature, | 


y 


x (100-1170-2944 "Daily People's World,” a west coast Communi st | 
_——newypapsr, for September 23, 1942+"taerricd an artgele in which y 
pa the name of Raph Ellison, not further identified, appeared as 
so ———Oneé supporting a petition sponsored by the League of American 
"TI Writers for opening of a second front. | $ : 


(100-73220)).- 7 - - 
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The November, 1942, issue of "Now Massos” carried 
an advertisement announcing the presentation of its new 
board of contributing editors at a dinner that was to be 
held on November 28, 1942, at the Murray Hill Hotel,in 
Now York City. A partial list of guests included the name 
of Ralph Ellison, not further identified. 

61-9182- 

i í thew Massos" has been designated by the Attorney 
G e of the United States pursuant to Exeeutive Order 
10450. 


~ A confidential informant who had furnished A 
reliable information in the past advised that the name 
of Ralph Ellison, not further identified, appeared as : 
a signer of the eall for the Pitt, Congress of the nigh O 
League of American Writers that was to be held in K 
Hollywood, California, from September 17 through 19, 
1943, under the auapices of the Hollywood Writers 


Mobilization. The Hollywood Writerg Mobilisation has been a e E 
designated by the Attorney General of the United States Pag e 
pursuant to Zxesutive Order oa 
(100-7322-52 Confi Informan TO 
The foregoing information la furnished to you pg a a 

as the result of a request for an PBI file check and is tes 


not to be construed as a clearance or a nonclearance of 
the individual involved. This information is furnished 
for your use and should not be disseminated outside of 
your agency. i 
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There is attached the original list of 49 names 
received fro and a total of 40 memos containing 
information from public sources which may be furnished to 


b7C 


As pointed out in my informal memo of May 8, 1958, 
had appeared on a previous list 
submitted ence, was not considered at this time. 

No record or pertinent information for dissemination was located 

in our fil ing 8 of the individuals identified on the original 
list ll This left a total of 40 persons on whom we 
have information which can be furnished him. Memos on these 40 
are attached. 
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(The following are all residents of New 
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STANDARD FORM NO 64 


Office Memorandum e UNITED STarES GOVERNMENT 


TO À F. J. Baumgardner . ae DATE June 30, 1958 
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Attached is a memorandum prepared by the New York Office 
concerning captioned individual, which does not include any information 
obtained as the result of a file review at Seat of Government. The 
attached was transmitted by New York letter dated June ¡”5 1958, 
captioned "Communist Infiltration of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), Internal Security - C," the 
original of which is filed in Bufile 61-3176-24(I 7 


EXTREME CAUTION SHOULD BE TAKEN IN UTILIZING THE INFORMA- 
TION IN THE ATTACHED AS INCLUDED THEREIN MAY BE INFORMATION, PARTIC- 


ULARLY THAT FROMTHE INDICES OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN — 
ACTIVITIES (HCUA), WHICH HAS NOT BEEN DEFINITELY IDENTIFIED AS BEING 
IDENTICAL WITH CAPTIONED INDIVIDUAL. THE ATTACHED MEMORANDON, OR ANY 
REPRODUCTION THEREOF, SHOULD NOT BE DISSEMINATED IN ITS ENTIRETY. ~ 


RECOMMENDATION: 


It is recommended that instant memorandum and its attachment 
be routed to the Records Branch: 


[__7 To be filed in case file of captioned individual. 


To have a ngw 100 main inactive file opened on 
captioned individual and for filing therein. 
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NY 100-7692 SUB C RALPH ELLISON 


RALPH (WALDO) ELLISON was born March 1, 1914, in 
Oklahoma City, and is a MAIE of the Negro race who resides 
at 730 Riverside Drive, New York City. He isa writer, 


- . The "Daily Worker" of April 5, 1941, page 7, 
column 2, reflects that RALPH ELLISON was one of more than 
100 leading American writers who signed the Call of the 
Fourth Congress of the League of American Writers held in 
New York City June 6 - 8, 1941. 


-> The "Daily Worker" of November 1f, 1954, on 
page 5, reflects an articie bearing the caption, "Beware 
of the Snake Who Dresses Like a Man" by RALPH ELLISON, in 
which the author warned of people being contacted by the 
Government to be informants. 


The Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI) advised 
the New York office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
by communication dated November 19, 1942, that the "New 
Masses" is concentrating lts efforts in order to insure 
Success of a dinner it will sponsor on November 23, 1942, 
at the Murray Hill Hotel, New York City. The theme of this 
dinner and conference will be "Words Can Be Bullets." The 
guests of honor will include RALPH ELLISON, 


The ONI, New York, by communication dated December 4, 
1942, advised the New York office of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation that on November 28, 1942, the "New Masses" 
held a dinner to honor the New Board of Contributing Editors 
and that among the contributing editors at this dinner was 
RALPH ELLISON. 


BIG 


gd 


100-7692 SUB C RALPH ELLISON 
Member "Committee of 100," 
National Association for 
Advancement of Colored 
People, Legal Defense and 
Education Fund, Inc. 


The background data concerning ELLISON set out in 
the attached memorandum captioned as above was obtained from 
the 1956 - 1957 edition of "Who's Who In America," 


RALPH ELLISON 
Member "Committee of 100," NAACP, 


Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. 


A name check of the indices and/or printed 
hearings of the HCUA on the name RALPH ELLISON and RALPH 
WALDO ELLISON, on 4/29/53, by A ad 
the following references which were not checked against 


the original source: 


l. One RALPI i. ELLISON, 420W, 150th 5t., 
Manhattan, NY, was a signer of the 1939-40 CP petitions 
for State and City elections. 


2. The "Champion" of Nov., 1937, page 3, reflects 
one RALPH ELLISON as a member of the Editorial Board, 


3. The "Daily People's World" of 12/15/54, 
reflects one RALPH ELLISON as the writer of an artic 


4. "New Masses," for 3/16/33, page 26, reflects 
one RALPI ELLISON as a contributor of "New ilasses." 


5. "New Masses," dated 12/5/39, page 27, 
reflects one RALPH ELLISON as a contributor of "New Masses." 


6, "New Masses," dated 5/14/40, page 5, reflects 
one RALP!I! ELLISON as a contributor of "New Masses." 


7. The "Daily Worker" of 7/19/42, page 4, reflects 
one RALPI ELLISON, Managing Editor, "The Negro Quarterly," 
NYC, aS a Signer, of the National Federation for Constitutional 
Liberties, @pen letter of 7/11/42, addressed to the President 


h nouncing Attorney General's charges against 
and the CP, 


3. "New Masses," dated 5/28/40, 6/18/40, 7/2/40, 
9/24/40, 10/20/40, 11/4/41, and 12/2/41, reflects one RALPH 
ELLISON as a contributor. 


9. A leaflet entitled " Hindsight Wins No Warsi", 
published about 1942, reflects one RALPH ELLISON, Managing 
Editor, “Negro Quarterly," as contributing editor of "New 
Masses." 


b7C 


23. Page 1351 


Page 1452 


OTHER 


Executive Session Testimony withheld. 


APPENDIX IX 


Exhibit 2 is New Masses Delivers 
Information - Facts - Clarity - New 
Masses Does the Job. The War — The 
Nation — The Cultural World - New 
Masses Does the Job. One of the 
contributors of this was RALPH ELLISON. 


RALPH ELLISON is listed as an offiter, and 


managing editor of the "Negro Quarterly," 
published by Negro Publication Society of 


Not within the purview of the Freedom of Information Act. 


ARTISTS' FRONT TO WIN THE WAR 


1. Cited as a Communist front (Special Committee 
on Un-American Activities, House report 1311 on the CIo 
Political Action Committee, March 29, 1944, page 96.) 


THE "CHAMPION" 


The "Champion" is the "official organ of the Young 
Communist League and also of the International Workers Order," 
according to the Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
annual report H. R, 227/, 6/5/42, page 17; also cited in 
House report 1311 on the CIO Political Action Committee, 
3/29/44, page 139. 


COMMUNIST PARTY 


The Communist Party has been designated by 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Ex: 
Order 10450. 


"DAILY PEOPLE'S WORLD" 
YN 


l. West Coast Commnist newspaper which 
suspended publication on February 1, 1957, 


LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WRITERS 


The League of American Writers has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 


"MASSES AND MAINSTREAM" 


1. Cited as the successor to "New Masses," 
"a Communist magazine." (Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House report 1953 on the Congress of American 
Women, April 26, 1950, originally released 10/23/49, page 
75; also cited in House report 1694 on Organized Communism 
in the United o El 28, 1954, originally released 


August, 1953, page 9 


THE NATIONAL FEDERATION FOR CONSTITUTIONAL LIBERTIES 
$$$ SA AMISUNAL LIBERTIES 


The National Federation for Constitutional Liberties 
has been designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


"DAILY WORKER" 


The "Daily Worker" was an East coast Communist 
pore a which discontinued publication on January 13, 
1956. 


ALLIS aA 


LATA A PRA 


FD-36 (Rev t 12-13-56) 
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e E EN | oe 
FBI 4 i 
' ot |, | 
| | 
| Y Date: 10/4/63 
l 
l 
Transmıt the following in smem | 
(Type in plain text or code) | 
y AIRTEL REGISTERED | 
1 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) | ES] 
dl A meer aera TRAT 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (61-3176) 
FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (100-7629 Sub D) Lah e 
HAM: 
SUBJECT: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE NATIONAL 4 27 l 


` 


ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF 

COLORED PEOPLE 

IS =- C 5 

(00: NY) 

ReBuairtel 8/15/63 and NYairtel 8/28/63. 

Enclosed are three cppies of a LHM and one còpy of a cover 


memorandum, as well as an additional copy of each for the Bureau 
file, where known, on ‘the following individuals: 


ORIGINAL COPY FILED IN b- IE 3 L3 


HALL LA 
2 WOT RECORDED 
47 0cT 8 1963 
a — a 
3/- Bureau (Enc-? ) (RM) me nc === 
1 - New York (100-7629 Sub D) 
© OCT 5 ¡03 
AEC: IM > 
(5) PRoLoSur: "Sorry . \ 
¢ > : ; k 
cÀ fol 4 SI2111,53 S, 


Approved; 


I AS he ee ee a e 


UNI. D STATES DEPARTMENT OF J TICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


New ork, Yew rx 


OCT 4 1963 


Rain: Plis... 
Hember, The ‘Comittee of 1.0 ' 
Li Sudport .£ the MRA OA 


Legal Defcase and Educational Fund, Inc, 
I. _ Baci prowd 


2alph (saldo) Elliso. uas bom Ifarch 4, 1914, 
1.2 Oklu City and is a Neuro :ale who resides at 
730 Riverside Drive, Neu York City, Me is a wetter, 


II. Subvevsive Informatio, 
a VEE IM Orua Glo 


the "Daily Worker” of April 5, 1342, oage Y, 
colur: 2, reflects that Ralph Ellison uas oe of the 
Mure he. lus leading American writers Who sigaed the 
Call of the 4th Congresa of the League of American Irdters 
held ia Jeu York City, Juce G thevugh B, 1981. 


the "Daily Worker’ was an East Coact Conrun:ist 
-1045yaper which sus c..ced publicati.. in 
Jamuary 13, 125, 


Tne League of Anmerica.. rivera has uC: 
Jesi mated pursuant 4. Executive Zrce 
10450. 


The "Daily Vorker' of ijovenber 47, 1150, 
V-1 Xa -C 5, reflects an article scaring the caption, ‘goucre 
vf the Snalze Who Dresses Like 2 ipn" by Ralph Dllisu., 
42 Wicu the author warmed of Cde beling evnuccéed oy 
he Government to be informants. 


the office of aval Livclligence (1:1) advised 
the ier Your Office of the Pederal Bureau of Iuvesti ati... 
(SBI) oy cammnication dated ovormer 13, 1942, that the 
Heu assec” is concentratin; its offorts to nuse 
success of 2 dinner it will sponsor on November Bigs NO, 
at the ¡mrray 411 llotel, mew York City. 


qe 


Ralph Ellison 


The theme of this dimmer and conference will 
be "Words Gan Be Bullets". The guestuof honor will include 
Ralph Ellison, 


A characterization of "New Masses" appears 
in the Appendix attached hereto. 


The ONI, New York, by communication dated 
December 12, 1942, advised the New York Office of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation that on November 28, 
1942, "New Masses" held a dimner to honor the New Board 
of Contributing Editors and among the contributing editors 
at this dinner was Ralph Ellison. 


UI, Records of the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
HCUA 
A name check of the indices and/or printed 


hearings of thy HCUA on the name Ralph E son and Ralph 
Y ted on April 29, 1953, by 


SE and reflected the following pertinet 
re NOED, ere not checked against the original 
source; 


Qne, ate al M. Ellison, 420 West 140th Street, 
Manhattan, Mew York, Was a s of the 1939 and 1940cP 
petitions in gtate and City elections. 


The "Champion" of November, 1937, pago 3, 
reflects one R&iph Ellison as a member of the Editorial 


A characterization of the "Champion" 


Ralph Ellison 


The "Diily People's World" of December 15, 
135% , reflects one Ralph Ellison as a writer 
oí an ec a 


The "Daily cb to World" was a West 
Coast Comamist newspaper, which suspended 
pubtication on February 1, 1957. 


"Hew Masses" Sea a dated eb 16; 
13ko, page 2% my q, 19%) gunë e 18, 13, 194, July 2, 
ap trot etes 30 $ y November 


1941; AS r iglo Zoid,” June 22, a September 
1943 3, Ellíson as a contributor 
(E asa Pia ri fia er tor of "New Mabses." 


The * Vorker" of July 19, 1242, pag 
ces sel ph Ellison, Managing Edito he 
Negro Quarter as York city, apa r or the 
onal El on for Constitutional Liberties' 


open letter of July 11, 1942, addessed to the President 

of the United States, denounckg the Attorney deneral's 
ewes against Harry Bridges of the Communist Party 
CP 


ae "Dispateher", official publication of the 
tional Longahoreman's and Warehousemen's 

erpai U, in vibe September 16, 1955, 

issue, es Harry Renton Bridges as President 

of the OWU on its masthead., 


e 1921, when Bridges first filed papers 
for for naturelssation as an Australian immigrant, 
mumprous proceedings have taken place in 
Federal Courts and in administrative hearings 
of Immigration and Natumiization Service (INS) 
regarding Bridges' status as a citizen, 


The following witnesses have testificd in 
court during the se api deportation and 

denaturalization trials that Bridges 

was a Coummmist from 1933 to about 1937: 


P 


Palph :1lison 


John Schomaker, .a:ming Johnson, 
Tenry Schrimpf and David saunders, 
Saunders testified that ‘rides 
was elected to the CP ‘ational 
Committee in 1937. 


-3ge 


Ralph Ellison 


on el 29, 1955, United States District Judge 
Louis E, Goodman, San Pranoisco, California, 
ruled in favor of Bridges as a remit of a 
civil denataxelization trial. Judge 

Goodman concluded that "the goverment 

has failed to prove the allegation.. 

as to membership in the Communist 

Party by clear Kaa convineing evidence." 


The National Feúsratíon for Constitutional 
Liberties is designated pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450, 


A leaflet entitled, "Hindsight Wins No Wars" 
published about 1942, reflects one Ralph Ellison, 
Editor, "The Negro Quarterly", as a contributing editor 


The "New Masses" of April 22, 1941, page 
25, reflects one Ralph Ellison E a signer of the 
Call of the 4th C se, June 6 through 8, 1941 at b7C 
New York City, for League of American Writers. 


A leaflet "Yn Defense of Culture! 
filed in Investigator port dated April 4 through 
6, 1941, as Exhibit 5, ects one Ralph Ellison as 

a signer for the American writers ene A call the 


4th Congress at New York on June 6 through 8, 1941. 


A news release dated December 26, 1941, reflects 
one Ralph Bliison as a for the National Federation 
for Constitutional Li es, 


"New Masnen" dated February 3, 1942, 
page 31 and March 31, 1942, page 31, reflects one 
Ralph Ellison as a speaker for the League of American 
Writers, 


Ralph Ellison 


"New M8esses" dated Maroh 24, 1942, page 31, 
reflects one Ralph Xllison as a commantator for the 
League of American Writers, 


A program, “Artists' Front to «din the war" 
dated October 16, 1942, page 5, veflects one Ralph 
Ellison as a sponsor of "Artists' Pront to ijin the 


Wears 
A characterization of “Artista’ Pront to 
Win the War" appears in the appendix 
attached hereto. 
as "Daily Worker” dated November iü, 
1942, page €, Ellison ifn a member 


A Gomppabating Eos 
of the Board of Contributing tors of "New Masses.” 


Daily Worker" of September 14, 1342, 
EN gay World" of September 23, 
1 BAS? 3s ae y Pefieot o Ellison ag a signer 


tera of a statement in 
for the Sere ce & oa a 


The "People’s world” is a West Coast 
Communist newspaper, 


A boaklet entitled "600 Prominent Americans", 
whioh contains a reprint of an open letter and a 
BS of persons who aigned it, published September 11, 
1992, reflects one Ralph Ellison as a mmer for the 
National Federation for Constitutional Liberties of 
an open letter cated July 12, 1942, to the President 
of the mited States, denouncing the Attorney General's 
charges against Harry Bridges and the CP. 


On Septamber 16, 1903, tho records of t 
checked by Investigative cien] 2] 
and reflected no additional pertinen 

ormation, 


nyc 
OTHER 
Executive Session Testimony withheld. Not within the purview of the Freedom of Information Act. 


Ralph Ellison 


1 APPENDIX 
0 WAR 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," revised and published as of December 1, 
1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, United States House of Representatives, reflects 
the follo citation concerning the Artistas! Front 
to Win the War; 


"1. Cited as a Communist front. 

(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
House Report 1311 on the CIO Political Action Committee, 
March 29, 1944, p. 96,)" 


Ralph Ellison 


Li APPENDIX 
CHAMPION OP YOUTH (OR CHAMFISN) 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications,” revised and published as of December l, 
1961, prepared and released by the Committees on 
UneAmeriean Activities, United States House of Representatives, 
reflects the follow citation concerning Champion 
of Youth (or Champion): 


"2, ‘official organ of the Young Commund st 
League and also of the International Workers order.' 
Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
1 Report, House Report 2277, June 25, 1942, 
p.17; also cited in House Report 1311 on the 
CIO political Action Committee, March 29, 
1944, pe 139.)" 


NEW MASSES 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications,” revised and published as of December 1, 
1961, prepared and released by the Committee on 
Un-American Activities, United States House of Representatives, 
reflects the following citation concerning New Masses: 


"Ll. 'New Masses, a weekly publication,* * * 
was an officially controlled organ of the (Comunist) 
Party which dealt principally with problems in the arts 
and sciences from the Party point of view.' 


rat ds Activities Control Board, Docket No, 
08-53, Report and Order with respect to the 
Veterans of the Abraham Líncoln Brigade, 
December 21, 1955, p.8.) 


"2, A ‘Communist e en 
Attorney General Pranci e 58i0né) 
ecord, September 24, 1942, De AT: 


"3. ‘Nationally circulated weekly journal of 
the Commnist Party * * * whose p was vested in the 
American Fund for Public Service’ (Garland Fund) 


Special Committee on Un-Amarisan Activities, 
Report 1311 on CIO Political Action 


ae rake p. 80; and House Report 
25, 1942, pp. 4 
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á Sylliv 
; F a an E 
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Gandy 


sujecr NAME CHECK REQUESTS FOR WHITE HOUSE 
| 


of the White House has 
ng the following individuals: 
Ralph Waldo Ellison 


HIC 
Attached is a letter to HonorHil__ the A 
| Director's signature reflecting the results of théSé checks. N 
RECOMMENDATION: N 
i an ik 
{i 


That the attached letter over the Director's signature 
be approved and sent by liaison. When the letter is 1 N 
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a Hola ence is sa to the name check requests fxcm 
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won pee y Ralys t Waldo Ellison 
Tithe file: ss of the FRI contain bo derocasory inform 


4 as 
ss 240048 


o investigation has beon conducts by this po ee 
3 ison, born March i, 1914, Oklahoma City, CUshoma, © 
Barcos reveal the following information Shah may soneto 


>a 
a? 
fo PP 


ghee: 


A pamphlet circulated by the League of American Wricrl og 
igners to the call for the Fourth Congress of oe orgat 

in New York City in June, 1941, Among those Looted . oper 
gun tiot further identified. ; 


$ S:S. 
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en informant who has furnished relinble n pa. : - the y 
name of Ralrh Ellison, not fuyther identi ee apper -d asi 
for the Filth Congress " the Lease of America” viteti ‘i 
in Hollywood, Caitlornia, ger, 1943, mer. e ‘canna 
Writers Mobilization. Ay 
ey 
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